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with the defence in depths, and many German units
were cut off and mopped up. On the Seine in the
region of Vernon, Les Andelys and Font des Arches,
where the Germans broke through, the southern bank
of the river is high and easily defendable and British
troops remained fighting long after the French had left.
But the French High Command had decided that the
battle was lost and the order was given to retreat. After
four weeks of continuous retreat it is difficult for an
army to maintain its morale. While there were cases
where isolated French units continued to defend them-
selves gallantly, being supplied with ammunition by
air, the army as a whole was in rout. Officers were
seen riding their chargers back from the front with girls
sitting behind them. Soldiers were trooping along the
roads, having thrown away their arms. If the line
could have held, the French should have been able to
bring up reinforcements by night when the German
Air Force was not active.
I asked Major Vautrin whether it was true that the
British were not helping the French in this great battle.
He replied:
"That is not true, the Allies are fighting side by
side."
Vautrin, it must be added, was not a Petainist. It was
at this conference that the first official announcement
was made that Paris had been declared an open town.
There were reports that Mr. William Bullitt, die Ameri-
can Ambassador, had been asked to negotiate with the
German High Command to arrange for the entry into